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Dear Madam, 
 

WHO European Regional Measles and Rubella Laboratory Network 
Laboratory Accreditation for 2025 

 
As part of the annual accreditation procedure, the national measles and rubella laboratory of your 
country, as a member of the WHO global Measles and Rubella Laboratory Network, was reviewed by 
the WHO Regional Office for Europe. Based on the results of this review, I am pleased to inform you 
that the laboratory is fully accredited as a WHO National Measles/Rubella Laboratory for 2025. 
Enclosed is the accreditation review summary, including the scope of the accreditation and the 
recommendations of the review, for your information. 
 
Significant progress has been made in the WHO European Region in recent years towards achieving 
and documenting interruption of the endemic transmission of measles and rubella viruses. However, 
as evidenced by the occurrence of measles outbreaks, the achievement of these goals has been 
delayed. In addition to high vaccination coverage, it is essential that all Member States maximize 
efforts to implement laboratory-supported elimination-standard surveillance for the rapid detection of 
outbreaks and for the documentation of disease elimination, as detailed in the recently published 
guidance Eliminating measles and rubella in the WHO European Region. 
 
It is of the utmost importance that adequate and sustainable resources continue to be allocated to 
measles and rubella laboratories, enabling appropriate and prompt investigation of measles and rubella 
cases. Close collaboration between laboratory and epidemiological surveillance, from specimen 
collection to final case classification, including virus genetic characterization, is an essential 
requirement for elimination. Additionally, the oversight role of national measles and rubella 
laboratories should be strengthened, including through the establishment of national laboratory 
networks and/or quality assurance programmes, to ensure the reliability of the measles and rubella 
laboratory results provided throughout the country.  
 
 
 

https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/375923/9789289060783-eng.pdf?sequence=1
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I would like to thank you personally for your ongoing support of the measles and rubella elimination 
programme and to congratulate the staff of the laboratory on the successful accreditation. 
 
 
Yours very truly, 
 

 
 
Dr Hans Henri P. Kluge 
Regional Director 
 
 
 
Encls: 
Measles and Rubella National Laboratory Check-list for WHO Accreditation 
 
Copy for information to: 

Ms Helen Sõber, Adviser, European Union Affairs and International Co-operation Department, Ministry of 
Social Affairs, Suur-Ameerika 1, 10122 Tallinn, Estonia 
Ms Agne Nettan-Sepp, Head, European Union Affairs and International Co-operation Department, Ministry of 
Social Affairs, Suur-Ameerika 1, 10129 Tallinn, Estonia 
H.E. Ms Riia Salsa-Audiffren, Ambassador Representative of the Republic of Estonia, Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Estonia to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Chemin 
du Petit-Saconnex 28A, CH-1209 Genève, Switzerland 
H.E. Mr Andre Pung, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the Republic of Estonia, 
Frederiksgade 19, 4th floor, 1265 Copenhagen K, Denmark 
Ms Kristina Köhler, Liaison Officer, WHO Country Office, Estonia, Paldiski Road 81, 10617 Tallinn, Estonia 
 
 


